
UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
REGION IX

75 Hawthorne Street
San Francisco, CA 94105

July 10, 2012

Mr Michael Houlemard
Fort Ord Reuse Authonty
920 2’ Avenue, Suite A
Marina, CA 93933

Re: Parker Flats Trespassing Incident on June 24, 2012

Dear Mr. Houlemard:

EPA was imfonned by FORA that, on June 24, 2012, members of the Keep Fort Ord Wild
(KFOW) entered a restricted portion of the Environmental Services and Cooperative Agreement
(ESCA) property, ignoring the established and posted restrictions on access and ground
disturbing activities, to construct what they called “Soldiers Memorial Field”. KFOW then
posted pictures of its activities on its website, acknowledging that the group acted without
authorization and in vidlation of the posted warnings.

KFOW’s scraping and reconstructing a track, using shovels and a vehicle, in an area where
munitions are suspected to be present put a number of people at risk of serious injury and
disturbed vegetation in an area known to contain endangered plants. Fortunately, the group did
not encounter any munitions and no one was injured. However, KFOW has invited others to
ignore the restrictions which were established and are needed to protect the public during the
remediation of the ESCA parcel.

Although EPA understands that FORA was not involved in this unlawful and dangerous activity,
it is FORA’s obligation under the Administrative Order on Consent (AOC) with EPA and the
State to maintain and enforce the activity restrictions set forth in the federal deed and the State
Land Use Covenant. These restrictions prohibit any activity other than remediation without the
approval of the regulators and condition the approval of any soil disturbing activity on
appropriate measures to address the risk of encountering munitions. The conduct of KFOW
indicates that the response actions FORA has taken to prevent unlawful incursions may not be
adequate and need to be reassessed.

We are willing to work with FORA to reinforce with KFOW and the rest of the community that:
1) these critical restrictions are in place for public safety; 2) violations of these restrictions are
unacceptable and will be enforced; and 3) continued access to former Fort Ord property depends
on the willingness of everyone to accept the established restrictions, to respect posted signs and
warnings, and to remain aware that there are very real risks associated with munitions in areas
which have not yet been investigated and cleared.



If this outreach campaign does not deter recurrent disregard for the restrictions, it may be
necessary for FORA to implement additional measures to restrict access, including the enforced
closure of all trails in areas where the CERCLA investigation and cleanup process has not been
completed. If the regulators determine that such measures are needed to protect public health
and safety, FORA will be obligated to implement new measures or could face stipulated
penalties under the AOC if it fails to comply.

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call my staff, Judy C. Huang, at (415) 972-
3681 or e-mail her at huang.judy@epa.gov.

Sincerely,

Michael Montgomery
Assistant Director, Superfund Division

cc: Charlie Ridenour
Branch Chief
Cleanup Program - Sacramento Office
8800 Cal Center Drive
Sacramento, CA 95826

Ms. Gail Youngblood
Department of the Army
Fort Ord Base Realignment and Closure Office
P.O. Box 5008
Monterey, CA 93944-5004


